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Presidential Ruminations by Doug Mowrey, Chapter
President

Spring is upon us and for that I am truly grateful.
While we have holidays throughout the year that
are specifically set aside for giving thanks, for

some reason Spring has always been a time for me
that really triggers that feeling.  I’m not only thankful
that the cold and gloom of winter are past, that I can
feel the warmth of the sun again, and that I can hear
the birds, but thankful that friends are still among us,
and that a new season of enjoying our favorite past-
times can be had with friends and family.  We are truly
blessed to live in this country and to enjoy the
freedoms that go with it.

We live in a time where those freedoms are
encroached on more and more on both a regional and
national level.  Some of these cases are, naturally, in
the name of national security, while others are local/
regional reactions to our enjoyment of flight.  This topic
will likely receive much more attention this year,
particularly in New England.  Not only is this an election
year, but the Democratic National Convention will be
held in Boston, July 26 - 29.  As a result, we can
expect to see an increase in the issuance of
Temporary Flight Restrictions with little or no warning.
In addition, we should expect an increase in press
coverage relative to General Aviation and TFRs.

As we bring ourselves out from our semi-hibernation,
let’s all take some time to ensure that our skills are
sharp.  Take some time and go out and practice some
maneuvers that may be rusty.  Get together with an
instructor for an hour and go over some areas that you
may feel need a little work.

Pay special attention to flight planning and TFRs as
well.  The closer we get to the Democratic National
Convention, the more of an issue this will be.

(Continued on page 3)

Scott McCarthy, experienced
teacher of Arctic survival
techniques, will be featured at

the March meeting.  Mr. McCarthy, an
electrical engineer at the Navel
Underwater weapons lab in Newport
Rhode Island, became involved in the
Arctic during work to obtain data
supporting submarine operations at the
North Pole.

Such places are dangerous to send inexperienced
people or the timid ones so Mr. McCarthy researched
materials appropriate to the coming work.  Over time, he
attended three cold weather survival schools including
the school that trains the Coast Guard Search and
Rescue personnel.  He participated in the “final exams”
where classroom meets the practical in cold weather
operations.

Since aircraft flying over inhospitable areas may result in
a downing, being “Arctic worthy” makes sense.

While the likelihood of encountering a polar bear or the
need to make an ice cave on the way to Southbridge for
Sunday brunch is quite slim, during his two hour
presentation he will relate basics on how to stay alive and
even survive
with panache.

Join us
beginning at
7:30 PM for
this informative
presentation.

Bring a friend
and enjoy the
pre-meeting
dinner and
social time.
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President Doug Mowry called the meeting to order on February 20, 2004 at 7:30 pm.

The February Meeting was held at the Mansfield Fish & Game Club, our winter home.  Meeting Minutes were
approved.  The Treasurer©s Report was read and approved.

Old Business
Treasurer, Bob Sellars took a fall and has a broken leg above the knee.  He has a steel rod in his leg.  He also has
an eye injury.  He is currently in Rehab at New Life Rehab next to the La Sallette
Shrine in Attleboro.  He should be going home around March 14th.

The Treasurer©s Report was read - all bills are paid.  Tony provided a summary of the Airport Commission
Meeting.  The Rotary Club has scheduled a festival at the airport.  Aircraft Registration is being pursued.  The
lease for the EAA Trailer is being worked on.  Hangar Lease Requirements are being worked on, tie-down leases
are complete. Several aircraft owners appeared and spoke about hangars in quadrant 4.  A new PAPI system has
been approved for this year.

Mike Vidal recapped the Builder©s Breakfast, the RV-8 built in a basement in 8 months to a year.  There was a big
breakfast spread but low attendance at this breakfast.  Over the years, the RV-8
kits have been improved with more of the time-consuming work done at the factory. Upcoming breakfasts - Feb
21, Ed Baker©s Odyssey in Norfolk (almost complete), March - A finished Pelican at Quonset.

New Business
Mike Vidal is the new Welcome Committee Chairman, contacting members and visitors.  Alan Pugh has agreed to
take the position of Young Eagles Coordinator with two events planned, in May and October.
A Chapter Trip was discussed, a bus trip to the N.E. Air Museum possibly during the open cockpit weekend or a
trip to the Intrepid in New York which could be a one or two-day trip.
The Chapter has started to compile a list of area shops who are not aviation shops but who are aviation-friendly
and could be used to do work on aircraft projects.
The Aero Club of New England is holding a March Conference, details at www.acone.org  (I was unable to find the
date on the website).

Our speaker next month will be Scott McCarthy, giving a 2-hour talk on cold-weather survival, after a shortened
business meeting preceeded by dinner at 6:30 PM.

Kelly Dineen of King Aviation was our Speaker for
February.  Kelly presented a slide show and talk on
her trip to Cessna Aircraft in Independence,
Kansas to pick up a new Cessna Skyhawk.  King
Aviation decided to become a Cessna Pilot Center
and buy a new Skyhawk for training and rental.
She had some good slides of the production line
and of the trip back to 1B9.  Cessna moved
Skyhawk production from Wichita to
Independence, into a new factory.

We viewed some good slides of the production line and flight line.  The first flight back was aborted due to
mechanical difficulties but the second flight with a different aircraft was accomplished and the new Skyhawk is now
on the line at King Aviation.  The route was Independence to Wisconsin to Kalamazoo to 1B9.  The last leg took 12
hours.  Cessna recommends 3.5 hours between fuel stops.

 by Alan PughSecretary's Report
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Aviation Quotes collected by Steve Nurnberg

     What is the similarity between air traff ic controllers and pilots? If a pilot screws up, the pilot dies; If
ATC screws up, the pilot dies.

    Never trade luck for skill .

    The three most common expressions (or famous last words) in aviation are: "Why is it doing that?", "Where are we?" and
"Oh S#!+!"

    Weather forecasts are horoscopes with numbers.

    Airspeed, altitude and brains. Two are always needed to successfully complete the flight.

    A smooth landing is mostly luck; two in a row is all l uck; three in a row is prevarication.

    I remember when sex was safe and flying was dangerous.

    Mankind has a perfect record in aviation; we never left one up there!

    Flashlights are tubular metal containers kept in a flight bag for the purpose of storing dead batteries

1B9 Airport Manager , Dave Dinneen, is researching the history of 1B9 for a book.  He would
appreciate talking with anyone with knowledge of the early history of the field. He is looking for
pictures etc.  Contact him at the FBO.

Last call for any of the surplus items mentioned in the last newsletter and at the meeting. The clean up crew will be completing
its work soon in preparation for our return to the trailer. Contact Hal Curtin or Tony Correia if you are interested in any of the
treasures.

R adio Traff ic

F unny

***DUES for 2004 ***
IF YOU SEE A YELLOW MARK ON YOUR ADDRESS LABEL THIS MONTH IT IS BECAUSE YOU

ARE NOT RECORDED AS RENEWING FOR 2004
Membership dues, now $25 as voted by the membership, are due now. See Joe Kelly.  If you are unable to attend,
please mail your check to JOE KELLY, Treasurer, 71 Arnold Street, N. Attleboro, MA 02760-1006. Thank you!

Don't be afraid to call Flight Service more than once a day when flying.
Don't forget that the FAA is notoriously bad at getting timely information
out to pilots.  Just because Bridgeport FSS may have given the green
light for your Saturday morning breakfast run when you called from home
@ 6:30am doesn't mean that a TFR didn't go into effect 10 minutes
before you reached the airport.  We all
need to be extra diligent this year.

Let's all take some extra time to hone
those skills and do our homework before
flying this year.  When next Spring comes,
I hope we can all feel thankful yet again
that our friends and family are there to
share our freedoms with us.

Doug

Presidential Rumination  by Doug Mowry, Chapter Presiden (Continued from page 1)
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March Builder’s Breakfast
When: Mar 20, 2004, 9:00 am
Where: Quonset State Apt.

This month's Builder's Breakfast will be at
Quonset State Airport in North Kingstown,
RI to visit the completed Subaru powered
Pelican PL of Gary Krysztopik. Developed
in the early 90's, the Pelican PL is a
two-place aircraft manufactured by
Ultravia Aero Int'l of Quebec Canada.  The
Pelican consists of an aluminum wing and
control surfaces with a composite fuselage
that is configurable as either a tail-dragger or tricycle.  While designed to use the Rotax 912, Gary
has chosen to use a Stratus 100HP Subaru EA-81 turning a Prince propeller for motivation.   Gary
has also added several custom touches such as his own PC based engine monitoring system, a

BRS ballistic parachute and a Blue Mountain
EFIS/Lite (see photo at left for a view of his
panel).  The Pelican PL has a cruise speed of
115kts with a useful load of 550 lbs depending on
options.  Stall speed clean is a comfortable 50kts.
Ultravia advertises that the fast-build Pelican can
be completed in 25 weekends.  The standard kit
minus engine, crating and avionics lists for
$22,900.  There is also the possibility that several
other homebuilts and production planes will be
pulled from their hangars if weather permits. You
can visit the following web sites for more detailed
information:

Ultravia Aero International - http://www.thundergull.com
Stratus Engines Site– http://www.stratus2000.homestead.com/files/stratusnew/index.htm
Blue Moun tain Avionics - http://www.bluemountainavionics.com
Directions
From I-95S

· Take Interstate 95 South to Rt 4 South (left hand exit)
· Take Exit 7 onto Rt. 403 (Follow Quonset Air Museum signs the whole way)
· Continue on Rt 403 (Davisville Rd.) to Quonset Rd.
· Bear left at fork and follow Devils Foot Rd.
· Go under bridge and bear right at intersection onto Roger Williams Rd.
· Follow Roger Williams to Eccleston Ave.  Turn left on Eccleston.
· Drive past the Quonset Air Museum and continue to parking lot next to airport tower
· Park in tower lot and look for gate near hangar.

Flying in is also possible.   The Pelican hangar is located next to Hawthorne.
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Where the Rubber Meets the Runway  by Hal Curtin and Dale Fox (from a July 2000 Private Pilot article
and other sources)

So you had a good breakfast, the coffee was perfect, and you expect a great landing, touch
down and roll back to the hanger or tie down area.  Do you remember all the fun you have just
had was made possible in part by the tires on the airplane?

Unless you are flying a balloon or seaplane, tires allow the plane to move to the active runway
and  build speed for takeoff . They absorb a portion of the energy and shock of landing (have
you ever bounced it?), then allow the plane to be moved back to the parking area with a
minimum of energy.

Unless you spent $4000 for a 16 ply tire like those found on the space shuttle, you would be
amazed by the performance delivered by your tires for the price.

A couple of facts and observations to consider as we begin the active flying season.

Tire inflation
One of the littl e known facts about tires for airplanes is that due to the materials used, they will l eak a small amount of air over
time. Rubber has been used because of its better extreme-temperature capabiliti es but the leak rate is why aircraft parked for
prolonged periods have low tires.

That said, the age of the tire and tube affect how well the tire will retain air. Inner tubes are natural rubber, making this subject
to deterioration over time as well .  Safe to say, if you don’ t land with the brakes set, the tires will age more than wear.  Tire
manufacturers agree that tires lose between 0.2 percent and 1 percent of the air in a typical 24 hour period.  This highlights the
need to check your aircraft tires for proper inflation before each flight because proper inflation is critical to the li fe of your
tires.

What is the Right Pressure?
Tire manufactures suggest that out-of-date information in some Pilot Operator Handbooks may
be causing pilots to under-inflate their tires.  The extent of this under inflation may be as much as
10-15 pounds. Specialty Tires of America, which makes the McCreary line, recommends 42
pounds as proper inflation for a typical 6.00 x 6-inch tire while some airframe manuals call out
25 pounds.

To get the longest li fe and best wear out of the tires, you need to get the right inflation pressure.
A tire run at lower pressure will wear faster and toward the shoulder of the tire rather than evenly
as desired. Severe under inflation may cause the tire to leave the rim on landing, spoili ng the
whole flying experience…Over inflation will cause the center to wear out first.

Since the airframe and tire are really a system, what should you do?  The
admonitions of commercial TV for all the drugs from Advil to Viagra point the
way…”Ask your mechanic if higher tire pressure is right for your plane.” Ask the
distributor for the recommended inflation value.   Use good judgment in making
any changes.

In another issue, we’ ll l ook at factors such as tire kill ers, li fe-extension products
and types of tires.

Roll on!
NASA Shuttle Tire Test Fixture simulates
vertical load, 15 degree sideslip angles and

wheel braking on actual runways
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The next regular Chapter meeting will be Friday, March 19 at the Mansfield Fish and Game.

Beginning at 6:30 PM, Chef Hal Curtin and team will be serving a dinner featuring stuffed chicken
breast, rice pilaf, veggies, salad, and desert.  Cost is less than 2 gallons of AV Gas ($5).

At 7:15 PM there will be a short meeting relating to the ªbusinessº of the chapter.

Our speaker at 7:30 PM, will be Mr. Scott McCarthy on the topic of Cold Weather Survival (just in
time for next winter since some may need to do some shopping). This will be a informative 2 hour
presentation you will not want to miss.  Invite your friends.

See you there.

Newsletter Frequencies
Send your news to the editor via e-mail to
newsletter@eaa701.org.

Use ªclassicº mail to Dale Fox, Editor 232
Underwood St. Holliston, MA 01746.
The deadline for the next issue is 10 days
before the next meeting.  Items received
after will be included in the next issue. —

NOTE:
An electronic version is available in PDF form in lieu of
the hardcopy snailmail version.  You will be able to
look at the pictures in color.  The Adobe Reader is
available on the Net free at Adobe.com. Send your e-
mail address to:newsletter@eaa701.org  to be
included on the list to receive the PDF version. The
issue will also posted on the new web site:
www.eaa701.org

Meetings are held generally the third Friday of each month (7:30 PM) at the trailer.
Often there are suppers/cookouts especially. in the Summer. Tell your pilot friends.
Guests are always welcome.

Builders Breakfasts are generally the Saturday following the regular meeting.  Ask for
directions to the project at the meeting....


